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The Sassy Animal 
  

“He was rebuked for his wrongdoing by a donkey—an animal without speech— 
who spoke with a human voice and restrained the prophet’s madness.” -2 Peter 2:16 

 

 Do you have a pet dog? Does it understand certain words you say to it? Some dogs know the words “sit,” 

“speak,” or “shake.” Maybe your dog knows even more words than that. Professional dog trainers claim that an average 

dog can learn 165 words and a super intelligent dog can respond correctly to as many as 250 words. Does your dog 

know that many words? Dogs are fun when they understand us and we understand them. Our meditation today is about 

an animal that communicated with a man. But this animal did something very, very unusual. 

 As the Israelites were nearing the Promised Land after their long journey in the wilderness, the people of Canaan 

became more frightened of this huge nation of people about to enter their land. Two of these frightened tribes were the 

Moabites and Midianites. They were terrified they would be attacked. Their only hope was to get the God of the 

Israelites on their side. So Balak, king of Moab, sent a note to Balaam, a magician, asking him to come and help them. 

The king promised to make Balaam a rich man if he would put a curse on the children of Israel and convince Israel’s 

God to switch sides. At first Balaam refused, but finally he agreed to travel to Moab and do as the king asked. This 

angered God greatly. Balaam was a horrible man who was trying to trick God. 

 Balaam got up early in the morning, saddled his donkey and headed toward Moab. On their way the angel of 

the Lord appeared in front of them with a sword in his hand. The donkey saw the angel, but Balaam could not. When 

the donkey saw the angel of the Lord standing in the road, it turned off the road into a field. Balaam beat it to get it back 

on the road. Then the angel of the Lord stood in a narrow path with walls on both sides. When the donkey saw the angel 

of the Lord, it crushed Balaam’s foot against the wall. So, he beat the donkey again. Then the angel of the Lord stood 

in a narrow place where there was no room to turn. When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, it lay down. Balaam 

was furious and he beat the donkey again. Then the Lord performed a miracle. The donkey opened its mouth and began 

to talk, “Why did you beat me?” 

Balaam answered the donkey, “You have made a fool of me! If only I had a sword in my hand, I would kill you 

right now.” 

Then the angel opened Balaam’s eyes so he also saw the angel. The angel of the Lord asked him, “Why have 

you beaten your donkey? The donkey saw me and turned away from me. You are going to curse my chosen people. But 

now I will put the words in your mouth so you may only say what I tell you.” 

God showed Balaam that his will is going to be done no matter what people wish to do. God will always have 

his way even if it means making a donkey speak. Proverbs 16:9 tells us, “In their hearts humans plan their course, but 

the LORD establishes their steps.” God’s children are happy knowing that he plans our steps because God always has 

our best interests in his heart. 

 

In Christ, Mike Allard, Principal @ St. John’s 

 
  

April 7, 2022 

The  

Buzz 
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Upcoming School Schedule: 
Wed, April 13:  This is a late start day. School will start at 10:15. There 
will be no 3K/4K. 
 
April 14-15:  There will be no public school these two days.  
On Thursday, April 14, we will have school as normal, with alternate bus 
routes.  
On Good Friday, April 15, we will have alternate busing in the morning. 
3K/4K will be dismissed at the normal time of 11:00. The ELC will close 
at 12:30 that afternoon.  
All children in grades K-8 will be singing for our worship service at 1:00 
that afternoon. Following the service (2:00), children will be dismissed. 
There will be no buses at that time; please make plans to transport your 
children home. 
 
Spring Break:  There is NO SCHOOL Monday, April 18 through Friday, 
April 22, as we enjoy our spring break. 

THE ELC WILL BE CLOSED on Monday, April 18th, but will be open the 

rest of that week for childcare. 
 

Registration Forms:  Registration forms for the 22-23 school year 

were sent home with the children last week. Please look those over and 
send them back to school as soon as possible. Thanks! 
 

Kindergarten Round-Up:  Kindergarten Round-Up will be held 

tomorrow from 12:45-2:45. All current 4K students are invited. 
 

Vision Screening:  We thank the members of the local Lions Club 

for doing vision screening this past week. You will be receiving a letter 
in the mail with your child’s results. 
 

Bible Fair:  We will be holding a Bible Fair for all students in grades K-

8 on Friday, April 29th. Information was sent home with the students. 
Parents, if you have any questions regarding the Bible Fair, please talk 
to your child’s teacher. Bible Fair forms should be returned ASAP if you 

have not already done so. 

  

Upcoming 
Events 

Sun, Apr 10 
Worship 9:00 am 
 
Sunday School 10:15 am 
 
Bible Class 10:15 am 
 

Wed, Apr 13 
Late Start Day-No 3K/4K 
 
Chapel  10:15 am 
 

Thurs, Apr 14 
No Public School 
Alternate Bus Routes 
 
Maundy Thursday Worship 
   7:00 pm 
 

Fri, Apr 15 
No Public School 
Alternate Bus Routes in AM 
 
ELC Closes at 12:30 
 
Good Friday Worship-Gr. 
K-8 sing  1:00 pm 
 
School Dismisses after 
church 
 

Sun, Apr 17 
Easter Worship 6:30 am 
 
Easter Breakfast 7:30 am 
 
Eater Worship 9:00 am 
 

Mon-Fri Apr 18-22 
No School (3K-8th)-Easter 
Break 
 

Mon, Apr 18 
ELC CLOSED 
 

Sun, Apr 24 
Worship 9:00 am 
 
Sunday School 10:15 am 
 
Bible Class 10:15 am 
 

Tues, Apr 26 
School Board 5:00 pm 
 
Worship 6:00 pm 
 

Wed, Apr 27 
Chapel  8:15 am 
 

Fri, Apr 29 
Bible Fair 6:00 pm 
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2022-23 School Calendar:  The School 

Board has approved the 2022-23 school 
calendar. There are still a few additions to be 
made. Please look for the calendars to come 
home early in May. We would like to thank all 
the parents who offered their input on our 
calendar survey. 
A few highlights from the calendar are listed 
below: 
Wed, Aug 24: First Day of School (K-8) 
Tues, Sep 6:  First Day of School (3K/4K) 
11/23-11/25: Thanksgiving Break 
12/24-1/3:  Christmas Break 
4/10-4/14:  Spring Break 
Thurs, May 25: Last Day of School 
Another important item to note is that 
starting in September, there will be no more 
late start days. 
 

Call Received:  “Dear Members of St. 

John’s Lutheran Church, 
 
On Saturday, March 12, I received a Divine Call 
from Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, 
in Westminster, CO to serve as Principal and 6-
8 grade teacher. Megan also received a full-
time call to serve as the Preschool Director and 
teacher at Shepherd of the Valley. It is a 
wonderful blessing for us to serve the Lord here 
at St. John’s as principal, athletic director, ELC 
director and as teachers. We have seen the 
good Lord bless our church and school in so 
many ways and trust in His promises to 
continue to bless the ministry here. 
 
It is also humbling to once again be called by 
another congregation and see if our God-given 
talents and abilities will benefit them.  As 
Megan and I work with all of you to tell the 
children in our congregation and our 
community the saving truths found in the 
message of our Savior we ask that you keep us 
and our family in your prayers and offer your 

input as we deliberate the two calls we now 
hold, to serve here at St. John’s in Neillsville 
and the calls to serve at Shepherd of the Valey. 
 
The following passage provides us with much 
confidence and serves as a good reminder for 
our congregation to keep in mind as well during 
this deliberation process. 
 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then 
you will call upon me and pray to me, and I will 
listen to you.”  -Jeremiah 29:11-12 
 
Serving you in Christ,”  Mike and Megan Allard 
 

Penny Wars:  Penny Wars will run for most 

of the 4th quarter. Proceeds will go toward 
buying new basketballs and volleyballs. 
 

 
Ella Anderson 

The Student of the Week is Ella Anderson. Ella 
is in 2nd Grade. She has been consistently 
respectful to both her teachers and fellow 
classmates, is well-behaved, and gets her work 
done well and on time. 

 
Congratulations Ella!  
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